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The Theodore Roosevelt Monument, a publicly accessible, outdoor sculpture, stands in the southeast
third of Roosevelt Common in the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen County, New Jersey (Photol). The
Monument was completed in 1928, carved in-situ by sculptor Trygve Hammer and his assistant, Fritz
Hammargren, and dedicated on July 15 of that year. The Roosevelt Monument consists of a highly
realistic, two-sided stone relief sculpture, approximately fourteen feet in height, ornamented with a
portrait of former United States President Theodore Roosevelt (Photo 2) and depictions of a variety of
animals and birds (Photo 3). Flanking the relief are two life-sized, sculpted bears (Photo 4). The
sculpture is set on a circular platform (approximately thirty-two feet in width by forty feet in depth)
surrounded by a foot-high stone wall, the exterior surface of which is inscribed with quotations that
reflect Roosevelt’s devotion to the conservation efforts and noble ideals that consumed him throughout
his life (Photos 5, 6, and 7). Two sets of stone steps at the western end of the monument lead from the
ground to the platform (Photo 8). The monument is sheltered by a ring of mature trees, which, together
with the monument, represents the primary remaining design element of the original plan for Roosevelt
Common, begun by landscape architect Marjorie Sewell Cautley in 1921 (Photo 8). The Roosevelt
Monument is currently undergoing professional conservation treatment, and retains a considerable
degree of artistic integrity.

The Monument, as well as the thirty acres that came to be known as Roosevelt Common, was the gift of
local residents Malcolm Sutherland Mackay, his W1fe Helen Raynor Mackay, and his sister, Jennie L.
Mackay to the Tenafly Board of Education in 1924.' The Common fronted on Riveredge Road (formerly
Jay Street), and as originally planned, served as a park that included an athletic field, a baseball
diamond, an outdoor theatre known as the ‘Henry W. Redfield Outdoor Theatre,? a skating pond
(Photos 9 and 10), game grounds, school gardens, a picnic grove, and a woodlot for the boy scouts and
demonstration center for the girl scouts. At the center of the Common, space was set aside for the
monument that was finally completed in 1928 (Photo 11).

The Common also served as an arboretum of native plants.® Landscape architect Marjorie Sewell
Cautley became well known in the years following her involvement at Roosevelt Common for her work
within the Garden City movement, and for helping to preserve portions of northern New Jersey’s natural
vegetation in the wake of the area’s rapid urbanization. Undoubtedly, original plantings at Roosevelt
Common would have included sycamore (platanus sp.), birch (betula sp), viburnum (viburnum sp.),

' Bergen County Deed 197957. In February 1925, Cautley had just completed preliminary plans for Roosevelt Common and
was in the process of preparing working drawings for grading and drainage (Marjorie Sewell Cautley to The Cornell Alumni
News, 23 February 1925, Marjorie Sewell Cautley Papers, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY). A widow, Jessica R. Green,
relauon unknown, conmbuted two of the thirty acres (Bergen County Deed 197958).

2 Correspondence, Tenafly Board of Education District Clerk to Mrs. Henry W. Redfield, 14 January 1933. Mr. Redfield
gave a gift of (unspecified) trees to Roosevelt Common; the theater was named for him “in appreciation of the great amount
of time and thought (he) gave to the development of Roosevelt Common...” A reference to the Sycamore trees (also
alternately called London Plane trees) that ringed the monument standing in honor of Mr. Redfield was also found
(Correspondence, Virginia T. Mosley to Tenafly Borough Mayor and Council, 12 October 2000). The Sycamores have been
replaced by Oaks.

? Correspondence, Heather Wright to Borough of Tenafly Town Clerk, 3 March 1997.
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shrubby dogwood (cornus sp.), wild azalea (rhododendron sp.), and sweet fern (comptonia sp.) — all
plantings that Cautley installed at Bergen County’s Radburn, New Jersey, in 1928.*

The primary relief panel of the Roosevelt Monument, which faces northwest, depicts a seated Roosevelt,
framed against a mountainous background and flowering tree branches (Photo 2). Roosevelt is set within
an arch formed by large blocks of cut stone. At the springing of the arch, to either side of Roosevelt, are
two owls, their wings outstretched. A quotation of Roosevelt’s beneath the portrait reads, “It is only
through work and strife that either nation or individual moves on to greatness. The great man is always
the man of mighty effort.” The relief panel is flanked to either side by a life-sized bear (Photo 4). These
stone bears crouch with their backs to the relief, looking out to either side and serving as transitional
elements between the verticality of the relief and the horizontality of the circular platform at the front of
the monument. The platform and steps were originally executed in colored slate, but the slate was
obscured by a layer of concrete, now removed as part of the ongoing restoration.’

The eastern relief of the monument depicts an elk, two bison, three deer, and two Rocky Mountain sheep
(Photo 3). The animals are surrounded by vegetation. As on the west side of the arch, an owl is located
to either side of the main scene. At the base of this view is another quotation that reads, ‘Every believer
in manliness and every lover of nature, every man who appreciates the majesty and beauty of the
wilderness and of all wild life should wish to preserve our material resources, our forest, and all the
living creatures of prairie and woodland from wanton destruction.” Two stone benches project from the
eastern side of the monument.

Four additional quotations from Roosevelt, carved into stone panels, ring the edges of the Monument
along the outside of the stone wall. These quotations include:

“If I must choose between righteousness and peace, I choose righteousness.”

“Every feat of heroism makes us forever indebted to the many who performed it.” (Photo 6)
“All daring and courage make for a finer and nobler type of manhood.”

“There never yet was a service worth rendering that did not entail sacrifice.” (Photo 7)

During the late 1950s, the configuration of Roosevelt Common was altered when the heirs of Malcolm
Mackay gave permission for a portion of the land along Sunset Lane to be used for a new Senior High

*P. Walker and M. Simo, Invisible Gardens; the Search for Modernism in the American Landscape, Cambridge, MA, 1994,
49.

3 A layer of concrete appears to have been added on top of the slate in the late 1970s or 1980s; a photograph of the monument
in March, 1975 clearly shows the platform’s colored slate in a severe state of disrepair (J. H. Kuhn, “Monument Loses to
Delinquency,” The Record, 27 March 1975). Current restoration in this area is replacing the concrete and underlying slate
with multicolored bluestone to maintain the artist’s intentions and provide greater durability.
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School. While the overall plan of the Common has witnessed other changes, such as the addition of
tennis courts, the filling of one of the ponds, and the abandonment of the grassy theatre as such to the
north of the Monument, the portion of the Common that immediately surrounds the Monument remains
largely unchanged (Photos 9, 10, and 11).

On the occasion of the 100™ anniversary of Roosevelt’s birth in 1958, the monument was rehabilitated
through sandblasting (no longer considered an appropriate conservation treatment) and restorative work
undertaken by New York sculptor Bruno Mankowski. The monument underwent additional restoration
in 1962, and minor repairs circa 1970.°

In 1980, ownershlp of the Monument and ten acres of the Common were transferred to the Borough of
Tenafly.” By the 1990s, the Monument was again in need of restoration, and a first step was taken in
1997 when it was cleaned of graffiti by sculptor Robert Carpenter. Circa 2001, in order to mitigate
further damage caused by expanding root structures, the Borough removed five London Plane Trees
(platanus sp.) (alternatively referred to as Sycamores) that stood in close proximity to the Monument,
leaving the outer ring of trees intact.®

A more complete restoration is currently being undertaken in 2005, enabled by funding from the
Borough of Tenafly; the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland, and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund; a Save Outdoor Sculpture! Treatment Award (Heritage Preservation); and public donations.
As part of the restoration process, the concrete and slate platform has been removed and drainage and
utility lines installed to bring water and electricity to the planter at the front of the monument for ease of
maintenance. A new, multicolored bluestone platform will be constructed. The stone walls are being
repointed with mortar to closely match the original, and the limestone bench is being repaired in kind as
needed. Missing elements (including the ears and nose of the bears) are being fabricated. The restoration
contractor for the project is Aegis Restauro LLC of Belle Mead, NJ.

¢ Kuhn, “Monument Loses to Delinquency.”

7 Bergen County Deed, Book 6609, Page 68-69.

¥ In addition to causing structural damage to the monument, the trees had grown large enough that they obscured the view of
the sculpture, which in turn enabled vandals to cause repeated damage (see R. Ziegner, “Roosevelt Monument Needs
Facelift,” The Suburbanite, 30 July 1997).






