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Borough of Tenafly

MAYOR AND COUNCIL
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MINUTES

TUESDAY, JUNE 17, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 P.M. with the reading of the Open Public Meetings
Act statement by Mayor Rustin.

Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin

Council members: Carol Hoernlein, Nadia LaMastra, Michael Lattif,
Joseph McDermott, Patrick J. Rouse, Jon Warms

Borough Administrator: Joseph Di Giacomo
Borough Attorney: William R. McClure, Esq.

Absent: None
Mayor Rustin read the following statement:

"Public Comments: A total of 15 minutes has been allocated for this purpose. Citizens are
welcome to address the Mayor and Council on any governmental item of concern to them,
whether or not it is scheduled on the agenda below. Citizens must give their names and
addresses when recognized to speak. Large groups are urged to select someone to represent
them. The public is advised that these meetings are recorded and are subject to the Open
Public Records Act."

1. Joe LaMastra, 42 Dean Drive, Tenafly, expressed his concern about the severe
flooding that occurred last weekend. He reported that due to the depth of the water, and
the street not having been blocked off, drivers were riding on the front lawns on Dean Drive
to avoid the flooding. The residents on Dean Drive want resolution of this drainage matter.

2. David Asciutto, 44 Dean Drive, Tenafly, has been appealing to the governing body for
the last several years to address this issue and provide resolution to this matter. He
confirmed that the street had not been blocked off.

Borough Administrator confirmed he will investigate why no barricades were installed to
detour vehicular traffic.

3. Scott Miller, 22 Oak Street, Tenafly reported the amount of water destroyed his lawn
and there was a back up in the sewage line last night.

4, Melvin Lubins, 33 Stony Brook Road, Tenafly urged the Council to get a fresh
approach from a new engineer for the solutions to our drainage problems. He expressed his
opinion that the Borough engineer is not qualified.
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S. Michael Feuerstein, 18 Oak Street, Tenafly pointed out that the 100-year storms
seem to be coming every six months and the residents want a solution to the drainage
issues immediately.

Tenafly High School Student Representatives to Borough Council Amy Park and Sheila
Sherzoy were not present.

Hormoz Pazwash, P.E. from Boswell Engineering present to discuss drainage report
submitted on May 6, 2008. Borough Engineer David Hals and Public Works Director
Bob Beutel to attend.

Dr. Pazwash reviewed the drainage study performed by Borough Engineer David
Hals. He reported that a large part of the drainage problem in the area of Engle Street,
Dean Drive, Oak and Elm is the lack of sufficient inlets, particularly on Elm Street, and the
probably sizable build up of silt that requires cleaning out. It was pointed out that the
County should be involved in solutions for Engle Street as it is a County Road. Dr.
Pazwash suggested a short term solution would be the installation of 30” pipe from Engle to
Oak to Elm.

Council agreed to open the meeting to Public Comment on this particular item:

1. Michael Feuerstein, 18 Oak Street, stated that he lives at Oak and Sherwood,
where there is a confluence of rushing water when there is a huge storm.

2. Melvin Lubins, 33 Stony Brook Road, suggested a series of retention wells with
short piping systems.
3. David Asciutto, 44 Dean Drive, commented that the water running down

Serpentine Road and Inness Road add to the flooding on his property.
4. Dori Tapper, 25 Oak Street, asked that the macadam curbing be looked at

since it doesn’t allow for any drainage.

S. Joe LaMastra, 42 Dean Drive, asked if the system on Dean Drive able to
handle the 29 acres of run-off? The response was that it could not.
6. Louis Verde, 11 Elm Street, stated this is the third summer that this has been

going on, and more and more neighbors are troubled with drainage issues.

Borough Engineer David Hals will contact the Bergen County Public Works
department on how fast they can add inlets on Engle Street.

Following discussion, the Borough Administrator will put together a meeting with the
Borough Engineer David Hals, Dr. Pazwash, Councilwoman Hoernlein, DPW Director Bob
Beutel to meet with him to develop an action plan, and include an appeal to Bergen County
for assistance with Engle Street drainage remedies.

As the time was 9:30 p.m., a five-minute break was taken before proceeding with the
agenda.

1. TO BE CONSIDERED
A. Recreation Director Favorito to be present to discuss coaching hours

Mr. Favorito explained that he was hired as Director of Recreation in March
1989. In the Fall of 1989, Recreation took over the Jr. Football program which at the time
was only 7t and 8th grades. Over the years, the 5t and 6t grades were added, and now
there are three levels as the PeeWees have also been added. He coaches the seniors (7t and
8th grade). The season is from Labor Day to Thanksgiving. Following discussion, it was
agreed that during Football and Softball seasons, Mr. Favorito is released at 3 p.m. as
needed to volunteer as coach. Borough Administrator will prepare a resolution for approval.

B. Update /Co-sponsorship of Activities and Events (from 5/20 mtg)
This item is deferred to the July 1 work session.







